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And 1 ſaw the woman drunken with the blood of the ſaints, 
and with the blood of the martyrs of Jeſus; and when 
I ſaw her, 1 wondred with great admirations 
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T HE following ſermon of the reverend Mr. Benja- 


min Bennet, contains ſuch a lively deſcription of the 
monſtrous cruelty of the Popiſh ſuperſtition, that 
the reprinting it on this occaſion ſeemed very ſeaſonable to ſome 
zealous Proteſtants and lovers of our free conſtitution; when 
we are threatned, for our moſt "ofa abuſe of the ing peace 
and tranquillity we have enjoyed and 5 our neglect of the 
precepts of that pure religion eſtabliſhed amongſt us, to be a- 
gain ſuljected to a Popiſh prince, and Popifſh counſellours ; 
or ſuch, at leaſt, as would give up all our religious rights, 
and probably our civil too, to his arbitrary will. | 

Notwithſtanding their fair profeſſions of mairtaining the 
Proteſtant churches, no man of ſenſe has ground to truſt 
them; as we ſee their own very words to J ambiguous or 
delufory. They promiſe to fre pores them according oe but 
inthe ſame breathtell us © there has been na law ſince the re- 
valution,all has been uſurpation.” So this promiſe is no mare to 
the church of Scotland, than toreſtore all matters as they were 
under N. Charles II. and King James VII. I ho nat only claimed 
a general diſpenſing power, but in his declaration of liberty 
. in 1687, (notwithſtanding his moſt expreſs pro- 
miſe to maintain the Proteſtant religion as by law eſtabliſh- 

) by his abſalute power which we muſt obey without 
reſerve, he annulled all laws made againſt Papiſts, ſo that 
they ſhould be in all things as free, in all reſpects, as any 
Proteſtants, to enjoy all offices and benefices he ſhould be- 
ſtow on them. This declaration plainly tells us, the Preſ- 
byterian church is to be deſtroyed; that all the old laws a- 
gainſt conven ticles are at preſent in force : and the very E- 
piſcopals entirely at the mercy of Papiſts, by this Preten- 
der's abſolute power. | 

The younger generation of Proteſtants who for theſe 57 
years paſt have ſeen nothing but peace, and met with ns no- 
leſtation about religion, ſeem as it were cloyed with their 
aeſe, and need to loſe their high privileges again to give 
them a juſt ſenſe of their value. But let them either read the 
approved hiſtories of thoſe times ; or converſe with any aged 
men of probity, who lived in thoſe days, when a Papiſb 5 
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Civ 1 
had too much influence with a pretended Proteſtant King, 
Charles 11. and ſee if there could be a more 2 event 
to true Proteſtants, or the lovers of a free legal conſlitytion. 
I it not known that almoſt that whole body who have joined 
this new adventurer, are either Papiſts, or men who al. 
ways pleaded for the divine right of a lineal ſucceſſion o 

Kings, and their abſolute power : ſo that they are bound by 
no law; and the ſubjetts can have no remedy ſhould they 
trample en all law. Do not they already defend all the 
755 of the late K. Fames ? tell us all we ſuffered was juſt, 
all our fears of Popery were imaginary? have they not in 
their printed papers fn forth that monſter Claverhouſe or 


«repos Dundee as a hero? who was an eminent leader in 


that army,inwhich ſingle troopers were empowered to put what 
queſtions they pleaſed to poor peaſants, and ſhoot them at 
once, if their anſwers did not pleaſe them; an army chiefly 
n for diſper ſing and murthering ſuch as aſſembled in the 
fields for worſhiping God arcording to their conſciences. Has 
this party ever yet owned the guilt of ſuch proceedings? 
don't they directly call our fears of e, and arbitra- 
ry power, imaginary bugbears? don't they call all our efforts 
for our religion and liberty at the revolution, by no other 
names than treaſon and rebellion ? aſſert all acts of parlia- 
ment ſince made, to be void? and that K. James and his 
alledged fon all along continued our natural and rightful 4 
vereigns? when this is the caſe; it is to us amazing that 
any Proteſtants or free men can be cool in this matter, or 
think of this attempt without abhorrence. If the following 
fermon can be of any uſe to rouſe Proteſtants for defence of 
their religion and liberty, the republiſher has obtained his 


whole aim. 
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In a Diſcourſe on Rey. W "RE 


i I ſaw the woman drunken with the blood of the ſaints, 
and with the blood of the martyrs of Jeſus; and when 1 
ſaw her, I wondred with great admiration. 


deliverance ; the one of antient date 108 years a- 


6 4 HIS * day has been made remarkable by a double 
go: and the other freſh in the MENT of many 


, {preſent the glorious revolution in 88. Some of you have 
often heard that in King James I. his time (in the year 


1605) there was an Horrid conſpiracy formed againſt the 
King and government, the laws and religion of this na- 
tion. The deſign in ſhort, was this, to blow up the houſe 
of Parliament, upon the day of their meeting; When King, 
Lords, and Commons were in one aſſembly, and might 


branches of the royal family; and thereupon call in a 
forreign power, by whoſe aſſiſtance their 
to be done ; Hereſy extirpated, and their true religion 
(Popery) again eſtabliſh'd in the land. | 

The author and contriver of this villany is ſuppoſed 
o be Father Garnet, or Parſons. Catesby f with twelve 
accomplices were engaged in it. Who being ſworn to 
performance at all hazard, and to ſecrecy ; they ſet a- 
bout the work of darkne/5 with a ſuitable reſolution ; un- 
dermine the parliament houſe, furniſh the cellar with 
6. barrels of gun-powder; on which they laid logs of 


* Preached Nov. th 1713. 


Threſham, Robert Ninter, Thomas Winter, John Wright, Chri/topber 

Fright, Ambroſe Rookwood, Robert Keys, John Grant, Thomas Bates, 

wade Faux. Fuller ch. hiſt. cent. 17. Page 34. 
A 


wood 


fall by one ſtroke ; to ſurprize and cut off the ſeveral 


t work was 


Robert Catesby, Thomas Piercie, Sir Edward Digbie, Francis 
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forth falſbood (to themſelves.) They made a pit and 
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wood, bars of iron, pick- axes, &c. And thus having 
1 their engine, they only wait the opportunity 
to ſet it agoing. In the mean time the prieſts ceaſe n 
to bleſs the pious undertaking; concluding their maſſes with 
prayers for the gaod ſucceſs thereof: one of the collech 
uſed by the men of the ſecret, we are told was this, „Lord 
« proſper their pains that labour in thy cauſe day and] 
night; let here/ie vaniſh away like ſmoak; let their 
memory periſh with a crack, like the ruin and fall of 2 
And if the matter had taken ef. 
ſect, they had contrived it to, that the odium ſhould be 

caſt on the * Puritans. 
How this device of hell was defeated, I need not tel] 
ou. Our gracious God, whole eyes run to and fro through 
the earth, ſhewed himſelf ſtrong in our behalf. They tra- 
vailed with iniquity, and conceived miſchief, and * : 
{4 


ged it, and fell into the ditch which they made. Now tho] 
this be a very diſtant providence, it ought by no means 


to be neglected. We are to conſider the days of old, c 1 
remember the years of the right hand of the moſt high th thi 
. things which we have 5 and known, and which our fu. thr 
thers have told us, we muſt not hide from our children; but En; 
ew to generations to come the praiſes of the Lord, and th: was 
3 works which he hath done, that the children which any 
Hall be born may riſe up and declare them to their children. the 
And this we are more eſpecially obliged to do in the wh 
caſe before us, ſince we enjoy the fruits of that antient ma- 
deliverance even to this day; our liberties as men, and our p 
* as Chriſtians. Let us therefore acknowledge n | 
herein, and adore the kind providence that then in f 
delivered us; ſaying with the Pſalmiſt, Pſa. cxxiv. 6, / be! 
8. Bleſſed be the Lord, who hath not given us as a prey tt the 
their teeth, our foul is eſcaped as a bird out of the . 78 
the fowlers, the ſnare is broken and we are eſcaped, ou: 4 9 
help is in the nume of the Lord, who made heaven ani be 
earth. ſu 
But this is not the only reaſon of the preſent ſolem- ¶ and 
nity. Providence has put a value upon this day; has dr 1 
ſtinguiſh'd it by 4 later deliverance, no leſs eminent and Ti 


ſignal 


„That is, ſome religious Proteſtant diſſenters. 


— 
> 


had fallen out with the Pope 
and Queen Eliſabeth : and what conſultations and cabal- 


. N that alſo, reſolved to murder him; and with h 
$ nobility and ſtrength of the nation. And this has been the 
manner of the men in every 


_ 
w 
EIT. 2 


e the Church of Rome. 3 


ſignal than the former ; and which will not eaſily be for 
got, by ſuch as know how to approve the things that are 
Ever ſince the happy reformation from Popery, Rome 
has owed us a 1 jy and has been waiting an occaſion 
againſt us: which of our Kings have they not attempted 
to murder and ſlay? If they could not corrupt their prin- 
ciples, they preſently reſolve to take away their lives; 
witneſs their plots againſt King Henry the 8th, after he 
; againſt Edward the 6th, 


ling the / had to keep James the I. from the throne, if 
he adhered to his religion, is evident from the“ hiſtory 


of thoſe times. They wou'd if poſſible pervert him: next 


would exclude him ; and when they were bafled in 
him the prime 


e, from the yery time that 
the antichriſtian ſpirit poſſeſſed their church, and reigned 
in it. | 

About 30 years ago + they had a favourable proſpect of 
things: A Prince profeſſedly of their own faith, upon the 
throne. The moſt melancholy fight that had been ſeen in 


England, for many above an hundred years. And as he 
was a bigot to their religion, and diſpoſed to hearken to 
any counſels that might promote it; they now thought 
| ——— was their own for ever. And I need not tell you 
What 


ore ward ſteps he took; what deſperate invaſions he 
made upon the rights and privileges of the nation. Rome 


* What intreagues 
all parts to exclude King James, and ſet up a Popiſh pretender 
in England}; eſpecially by that reſtleſs incendiary, Parſons, may 
be ſeen in Foulis's hiſtory of Popiſh treaſons, page 288 &c. in 
the introduction to the Jeſuits memorial; and in the memorial to 
Proteſtants on the 5th of November. Parſons propoſed at Rome, 
* That the Pope, the King of France, and King of Spain ſhould 
* agree among themſclves in a ſucceſſor for England; that ſhould 
be a Catholick, and that they ſhould join their forces to ſettle 
{ſuch an one.“ And when all their contrivances were bafleg, 
and King James would neither be cheated out of his religion, nor 
his crown which he valued much more; the laſt reſort, w:s 
de gun-powder-plot. + That is in the ycar 1624, when King 
James ſucceeded King Charles. 
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were carried on by the Popiſh faction in 
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is careſt; a * Nuncio received from thence ; the corpora. 
trons filled with ppi magiſtrates, the benches filled with 

popi/h judges, and the pulpits began to fill with popiſb prieſt; 
Diſmal was the time when the King's will influenced by Þ 
the counſels of Jeſuits, was ſet up as the only law; and ſuch v 
as Jefteries appointed to execute it. The Biſhops wer y 
towr'd for doing their duty; the fellows of Magdalen col. BY ( 
lege threatned, and deſtin'd to deſtruction, becauſe they | b 
would not perjure themſelves. When they had humbly Þ* o 
remonſtrated to the King, that if they complied with hi v 
Majelty, they muſt break their founders ſtatutes, and their tc 


own ſolemn oaths ; the King in a rage bids em begone, x 
adding, you ſhall know 1 am your King, and will be obey d; f 
and turned them out of their offices. | TS of 


In ſhort Popery and ſlavery were coming in upon us like »; 
a flood. The — — to he = pair, : fe 
and upon the borders of ruin. The fence of laws was brok- Þ 
en down. Liberty and property loſt, and religion itſelf like BY y. 
Iſaac bound on the altar, and the knife ſtretched fort! te 
that ſhould have deſtroyed it. And then an angel from v 
heaven calls, ſtop the cruel hand! he that dwells between tie ge 
cherubims fhined forth, and made bare his arm in our de-. 7 
liverance, cauſed his face to ſhine, and we were ſaved. ce 

You know who was the inſtrument of this glorious Þ ye 
work. I hope it is yet allowable to ſay, it was THEF 
RENOWNED PRINCE OF ORANGE, (after: th 
wards) the great and good King William; whom God fec- BY ye 
med to have raiſed up on purpo/e to defend the oppreſſed, ÞF an 
and keep off that ruin and deſolation (at leaſt for a time) it. 
from this part of the world, that was decreed againſt us. 

I am ſorry I have occaſion to ſay there are a generati·¶ ſo 
on of —(what ſhall I call them?) 4 riſen up among us ſti 
(ſprung out of ſlime and mude, one would think, as ſome ÞM oy 
wild atheiſts fancied all men did at firſt) who have not MW f 
only forgot their deliverance, but even abhor and curſe the A 
memory of their deliverer ! Certainly, whatever may be & 
thought of them now, they mult paſs in future ages at 
leaſt, for the greateit mn/lors of ingratitude the world e- thi 
ver ſaw. ; 


Or Embaſſador. . 
+ In 1713. this was during Queen Ann's Tory miaiſtry. 


But 


FW 


- But I preſume I ſpeak to none of this character and 


of the Church of Rome. 5 


ſpirit. I hope you are better ſubjects to the Queen, than 


to wiſh the crown off her head, or that it had never 
been ſet on. You'r better Chriſtians, and have a greater 
value for your Bible, for your religion, I may add, for i 
your ſouls, than to * v that providence, by which 

eſe are ſecured to you. Let it 


(in ſome meaſure) all 
be ſeen you are ſo by a ſuitable gratitude on this occaſi- 


on: own the deliverance of this day; own it with a juſt 


veneration of God and providence : methinks it ſhould be 


to us like the days of purim amongſt the Jews, a day that | 


mult not fail among our ſelves, nor the memorial of it periſh 


from our ſeed. God has done great things for you where- 


of you are glad; ſay with the church, not unto us, O Lord, 
not unto us, but to thy name give plory for thy mercy, and 
for thy truths ſake. 

That I may ſtir you up to the preſent duty, and aſſiſt 
your gratitude in all proper expreſſions of it, I have de- 
termined to give you ſome account of Popery. The beſt 
way to eſtimate a deliverance, is to conſider the dan- 

er and evil we are delivered from: and I think I can 
ce tell how to repreſent the deliverance, you are now 
called to remember with more advantage than by telling 
you it is a deliverance from ah «+ Did you but know 
what Popery is; and di lieve (which all men in 


id you 
their ſenfes muſt) that the revolution ſaved us from it; 
you could not but refle& on that providence with, pleaſure 
and thankfulneſs, and adore the hand of God as ſeen in 
it. a 
I ſhall at this time (as being ſuitable to the day) ſay 
ſomething of the /þ1rit of perſecution, that has reigned, and 
till reigns in the Roman church, and has often broken 
out to the oppreſſion and ruin of millions of ſouls : and 
for this end I ſhall conſider the words I have read to you. 
Aud I ſaw the woman drunken with the blood of the ſaints, 
&c. and when I ſaw her, I wondred with great admiration. 
I ſhan't take up much of your time in enquiring into 
the nature of this my/teri2us boo. For tho? I have choſen 
my text in it, and ſhall particularly apply it to the church 
of Rome; yet I think fit to tell you, I don't lay the 
ltreſs of the controverſy between us and the Papiſts, 2 
the 
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interpretation of this and ſuch like ſcriptures. We 

ſe the papacy is here ſented and deſcribed; 

they prove we are miſtaken; I ſhould think ne- 
ver the better of Popery for that. We have not only 
characters and threatnings of this book againſt them; 
but the whole Bible from firſt to laſt. If the Bible be true, 
Popery is falſe. / Chriſt and his apoſtles taught us right, 
the Pope and his conclave grolly abuſe us. 

I know that Dr. Hammond and Grotius refer what's 

en in this pr =_ of Babylon and antichriſt to 
ome Pagan: and ſo did ſome of the Fathers. They ſaw 
Rome the city on ſeven hills evidently pointed at ; and they 
and their religion met with ſuch treatment from the ido- 
latrous perſecuting Emperors ; that tis no wonder they 
took them for the grand enemy of Chriſt, or for antichriſt. 
But I perſuade myſelf, were theſe Fathets to return a- 
— us; obſerve what papal Rome has done ſince, and 
compare it with Pagan Rome, they would preſently cry 
out, Lo here is that antichriſt that was to come. Caligula, 
Nero, Cc. were but forerunners of this man of fin. If 

were an antichriſt, this is the antichriſt. 
And ' tis probable we are to take in both. Providence 
is the Bible unfolded. *Tis the ſeveral ſcenes there laid 
down, acted over. It repreſents to us the moſt important 
events from time to time: deſcribes the general ſtate of 
things in the world, and gives an account of the moſt re- 
markable revolutions and changes, that have happened, 
or — —__ in the church even to the end of the 
world. 

Many of theſe we have in this 699% of the Revelation. 
Particularly the Pagan antichriſtian empire in its begin- 
ning, progreſs, and ruin. You have here alſo the papal em- 
pire ſet forth in it's nature, riſe, continuance and fall. 
Part of the prophecy is already accompliſhed, and you 
may depend upon it, there ſhall be a performance of all 
that's ſpoken. | 
In the beginning of this chapter you read of a remark- 
able viſion that John had. Where he may obſerve, the 
perſon repreſented to him in the viſion, viz @ woman, v. 
3. In the firſt verſe ſhe is called the great whore, that ſit- 
teth upon many waters, i. c. that hath an ann and 
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large juriſdiction. In the ad verſe it is faid the Xing f 
the earth had committed fornication with ber, i. e. joined 
with her in her idolatries. I have intimated to whom I ſhall i 
make the application. viz. to the church of Rome, which 
J doubt not is mean't by the =_ whore. Once ſhe 
was a chaſt virgin, famous for her profeſſion, her faith 
was ſpoken of throughout the world: but ſhe became a pro» 
ſtitute, and was defiled to that degree, that ſhe is now an 
harlot ; nay the mother of harlots, and the abominations f 
the earth. N | = 
In the 4th verſe, you have the external quality and 
condition of this woman, ſhe is arrayed in 2 and. ſcar- 
let colour, &c. Which do's not obſcurely intimate the 
pplendor of the court and church of Rome; the pompous 
ornaments of her prieſts, churches, altars, and the riches 
they have amaſs'd by their ſpiritual merchandiſe.” And 
it is remarkable, that the Biſhops at Rome wear purple as 
the Cardinals do ſcarlet, the very /ivery of the whore. 

In the text you have a farther account of the viſi- 
on. He ſaw the woman drunk with the blood of the ſaints 
Sc. What influence this had upon him he tells you; be 
wondred with great admiration. The prophets in their 
viſions (many of them) had their imaginations filled with 
the images of things ; their underſtanding in the mean 
while being awake and attentive; ſurveying the: appari- 
tion (as I may call it) and were differently affected and 
impreſſed, according as the nature of the viſion was: 
John's viſion was terrible enough, viz. a woman drunk with 
the blood of ſaints and martyrs : and this ſtrangely ſurpri- 
zed and aſtoniſhed him. | Nut 

The thing deſigned by this emblem was a church he- 
come a proſtitute, turned idolatrous and per/ecuting. And 
therefore as the prophet wept on the view of Hazael's 
barbarity, the cruelty he would be guilty of towards the 
Children of Iſrael; ſo John having repreſented to him 
the wretched apoſtacy of the Chriſtian church ; that ſhe 
ſhould become a ſort of a cannibal, and glut herſelf, not 
only with human blood, but the blood even of /aints and 
martyrs : this filled him with amazement ; he wondred 
with great admiration. T —— 

That this woman, this great whore is the hy of 
ame; 


8 The Perſecution and Cruelty 


Rome; we have an argument to prove, which is of chief 
conſideration in expounding 2 ſcripture; and 
that is taken from the event : ſhe exactly anſwers the 
character in the text: what John ſaw in his viſion, has 
ſince been acted; is now become hiſtory and matter of 
fad, particularly in the church of Rome. And according- 
ly let me give you this remark concerning her, agreeable 
both to the propheſy, and the hiſtory, viz. 
| T hat the apoſtate church of Rome is a perſecuting church, 
id with the blood of the ſaints and martyrs of 7, Us. 
In ſpeaking to this head, I ſhall 


I! I. Prove that this is @ true and Juſt character of the 
W church of Rome. 


II. Conclude with ſome refleftions thereupon for your in- 
ſtruftion. 


I. I am to prove that this is a true and juſt character 
of the church of Rome. And here I will firſt ſet before you 
ach principles of theirs, as lead to perſecution : and ther 
give you a ſhort and general hiſtory of their practice. V1! 
begin with their principles. | 


1/t. One of their known avowed principles is, that 
the Pope is head of the church, univerſal, ſupreme, infallible. 
They make him ſovereign lord over the whole church 
and world too, abſolute and unaccountable. And hence 
as he has always domineered within the bounds of the 
church, which he takes for his own, as tis St. Peter's 
patrimony. So he has ſometimes look'd further, and ex- 
erciſed a deſpotic power any where, even round the globe; 
upon this reaſon I ſuppoſe, becauſe all are, or ought to be 
his ſubjects. Pope Alexander the 6th gave the Indies to 
the Spaniards. The bull is extant wherein he thus ex- 
preſſes himſelf, © * By the authority of God, which was 
© given to the Popes in the perſon of Peter, and which 
they hold as vicars of Chriſt: we give to you all the 


* Vid. Squire conſiderations of the unreaſonableneſs of the 
Romabiſts, &c. pag. 7. 


« iſles 
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« the iſles and firm land; found and to be found, with their 
« cities, villages, caſlles, rights, c. Tis inſerted in the 
canon law, that the apoſtolick ſee tranſlated the Roman 
Empire from the Greeks to the Germans. Bellarmine 
pretends, that when Leo the 3d did this, he did it as Pope, 
and by virtue of his apoſtolick power. He has a great 
deal of power without the church : within the church he 
las all power, not only ſpiritual but temporal, at leaſt in- 
directly and in order to ſpirituals. This they ſay is in- 


cluded in thoſe words paſce oves, feed my ſheep. So that l 


Popes may reſtrain Princes, revoke their laws; command 
contrary laws; forbid this or that war they are ingaging 
in, and command a different war. And ſays Suarez, if 
the Prince refuſe to obey, the Pope may puniſh him. And 
eable to this height of exaltation, is the deference and 
teſpe& they challenge, even from Emperors, and ſove- 
reign Princes. The Emperor, when he comes into the 
Popes preſence, muſt ſay they, preſently (his hat off and 
bare headed) bow till his knee touch the ground, and wor- 
ſhip the Pope; and coming nearer mult bow again; and 
when he comes to the Pope, he muſt bow a third time, and 
devoutly kifs the Pope's foot. But for the Pope himſelf, 
they maintain he ought not to uncover his head or bow 
his body, or ſhew any reverence to any mortal whatever : 
all this is required as due to the biſhop of Rome in an 
zuthentick book of theirs, called the /acred ceremonzes. 
Now add to this the ſpirit of * infullibility, which this 
mighty man pretends to be endued with: and I think he 
is admirably qualified for the honourable work of perſecut- 
ing. For certainly one of ſo much power, and ſo much 
{dom has right to be obeyed; and if he can once flat- 
ter himſelf, that he really has all this ; *tis no wonder he 
inſiſts upon his points, and revenges all diſobedience : ſo 


* Infallibility is indeed the only plauſible pretence for perſe- 
lion on account of different opinions in religion; tho? really 
hat won't juſtify it. The apoſtle Paul was infallible; and yet 


hſſent from him, without threatning them with fines, exci/ſion or 


uch methods. 
bes . . that 


9 


tis known he bore with mens infirmities, and ſuffered them to 


eat; or giving the leaſt encouragement to any others to ule , 
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that this I take to be the foundation of all that miſchief 
theſe furious phanaticks have done the world. | 
24ly. I need not here inſiſt, that this wonderful perſon 
the vicar of Chriſt and head of the church on , bu 
authority to determine all phy faith, and that every 
one is to be ſubject to him, reſt in his decifions on 
pain of damnation. *© *'Tis ſacriledge (ſay they) to que. 
© ſtion the Pope's actions, and downright paganiſm not to 
© obey him; he's curſed of God that violates the Pope's 
« cenſures ; he muſt be obeyed on penalty of our ſouls. 
Thus the canon law and thoſe that gloſs upon it; and 
here you have another eſſential principle of their church, 
which 'tis founded, and upon which in part — — ; 

tion is founded too: for if the Pope have right to tell eve. Þ 
man what he mult believe, and what he muſt not be- 
lieve, and his dictates mult paſs for the ſacred rules of 
faith and life; it's evident an abſolute compliance with him thu 
maſt be neceffary . Nor can it be thought ſtrange if he 
exert his power to ſecure his own right; eſpecially if this 
tends to ſecure the ſalvation of fouls alſo. According- Þ 
ly 7 | | | 
dly, They are for who/eſome ſever ities in mat ters re- 
Ag. Tis a principle wr them, that the oft and 


heretical muſt be conſtrained to their duty; if they won't be 4 
be wiſe, they muſt be made ſo whether they will or not: acc: 
you know well enough, (I wiſh you may never know it a.. ouſ 


ter a more ſenſible manner) that the and the church By 
have power to puniſh hereticks, i. e. all that diſſent from . 
them, and won't fwallow down ( without examination) Þ 


their dictates, how contrary ſoever to ſenſe, reaſon or re-. 
ligion; to this purpoſe they alledge that of our Saviour, juri 
compel them to come in. As alſo the words of the _— 
I would they were cut off that trouble you. And which is 

a 

It is no comſort to Proteſtants to tell us, as French Papiſts BY. 

do, that * they allow neither infallibility, nor ſuch large power I Ent 
„to the Pope himfelf, or his council of Cardinals. The power gh £ 
« is in the catholick church repreſented by general councils.” * 


This is nothing to us; ſince their greateſt and moſt approved 
councils have decreed and ratified both all the impious abſut- 
dities, and the perfidious laws of perſecuting all ſuch as don't 
ſfubmit to their authority. 


to 


| 
\ 
2 
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to their purpoſe I confeſs, they alledge Peter himſelf the 
firſt Pope, puniſhed even aich death Ananias and Saphi- 
ra for their error. Now what Peter did, this ſovereign 
of the chuch that ſucceeds in his place and right may cer- 
tainly do. And for my part, I ſhould be willing to grant 
the argument, provided (which is moſt reaſonable) that 


| | his Holineſs would uſe no other weapons than Peter uſed. 


FEED MY SHEEP; as if there was no difference be- 
I tween feed: 
tions a Monk that would prove the fame from Titus iii. 
10. The man that is an heretick after the firſt and ſecond 


co - ——— F 
"ty 


Some of them, that are better doctors upon the text 
ordinary, find this power in Chriſt's words to Peter, 


and murdering them. And Eraſmus men- 


. I admonition reject. Dewita hereticum, as the vulgar La- 


che ſecular 
lu by eccleſiaſtical cenſures to extirpate all hereticks out of their 


tin hath it, i. e. (ſays this admirable critick, that had no 
Greek and little Latin) de vita tolle, kill him. So that 
$ thus far you ſee, there is a way paved to any ſort of vio- 
© lence they may judge 


neceſlary. 
athly. They maintain that diſobedience to the laws of 


the church, not only cuts men off from Chriſt, but zs 4 
© forfeiture of all civil rights, So that tis lawful for the 
2 Pope to proceed againſt the diſobedient as he pleaſes; to 
¶ deprive them of their eſtates, titles, honours; and if they 
be ſovereign 
g accordingly * this they have done with all the imperi- 
ouſneſs in the world. 


princes, of their crowns and ſcepters. And 


And 


IANS P they take with crowned heads, is ſcandalous 
toa degree. The 4th council of Lateran after it has decreed, that 
wers be admoniſhed, and if it be neceſſary compel- 

juriſdiction. It farther ordains, that if the temporal lord ne- 
* gle this, he ſhall be excommunicated; and if he ſhall refuſe 
"to give ſatisfaftion within a year; it muſt be ſignified to the 
Tope; that he may forthwith denounce bis vaſſals abſolved from 
their allegiance, and expoſe his land to be poſſeſſed by catholicks.) And 
agreeable to this doctrine, Pope Innocent the 4th deprived the 
Emperor Frederick the 2d, In the general council of Lyons, in 
this form, After diligent deliberations had with the ſacred 
council we declare that he is deprived of all honour and dignity; 
and by our ſentence we do deprive him, and forever abſolve 
them from their oath, that have ſworn allegiance to him; firm- 
Pl forbidding by our apoſtolical authority, that any one from hence 
Jorward obey him as Emperor or King.“ And this has been 
B 2 * 
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And in caſe of hereſie (and what is hereſie they are the 
only judges) els gone at once; ſubjects owe no allegi- 
ance to heretical princes; children owe no duty to their 


rents; wives to their husbands ; ſervants to their ma- 


ters, &c. if they be puilty of hereſie. Nay the Lateran 
council 00 the Ar of hh cks are 55 facto, and 
immediately confiſcated *. They have no title to their e. 
ſtates left, but the Pope can give them away to whom he 
ſees fit; or the catholicks may ſeize them as their own 
without any injuſtice. 

5thly. I'Il only ſubjoin, that they account it no fin to 
deſtroy hereticks. They may be killed with impunity, 


ſays de Grafhis, and proves it out of their church laws, Þ 


Pope Urban the 2d, declared, that they arc not guilty of 

murder that kill any that are excommunicate, which we 
know all hereticks are by the council of Lateran : the ſen- 
tence was then pronounced againſt them; and is once « 
yeer revived by the Pope in his own perſon ; , who do's 
then (ſays Mr. Clarkſon) gravely, with a 3 tail on 
either fide of his head, curſe all the hereticks in the wor!!. 
Whereupon they live conſtantly expoſed to the mercy of 
their catholick friends, that are entruſted with the execu- 


the way of theſe ſons of terror ever ſince. Gregory the 7th, 
was the firſt Pope (ſays Peter Dumoulin) that made bold to pro-. 
nounce a ſentence of depoſition againſt Emperors, which he did 
againſt Henry 4th Emperor of Germany. How Pope Alexan. 
der the 3d, humbled our King Henry the ad, is well known. 
Innocent the 3d, proceeded in the ſame manner with King John; 
and laid his Kingdom under an interdict above ſix years; by 
which almoſt all the ſacraments of the church ceaſed ; the dead 
bodies of the people were carried out of town; and as if they had 
been the bodies of dogs, were buried in the high ways and in 
ditches, without prayers, and without ſervice of prieſts; aſter- 
wards the King was poſed ; the Engliſh abſolved ſrom their al 
legiance: and to make ſure work of it, the Pope commands ti 
King of France, that for the remiſſion of his ſins, he ſhould in- 
vade the Kingdom of England by force of arms, &c. The oc. 
caſion of this, was the King's preſuming to complain of the Pope 
proceedings; particularly his making Sephen Langton Arch: bi. 
ſhop of Canterbury without his conſent. To contradict the Pope 
would at that time, coſt a man his crown at leaſt. Can. 3. « 
hæreticis, and Du Moulin papal tyran. pag. 12. 
Vid. Clarkſon's prac, diyin. of pap. pag. 360. : 
tion 
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tion of the is ſentence, to which they won't be back- 
ward on els ply when they are taught that ki/ling is no 
murder. Nay fome of them go further, they make it of- 
ten meritorious. Prance tells us in his narrative of the 
Popiſh plot, that when it was moved to him to murder Sir 

mund Bury Godfrey, his conſcience recoiled at it. But 
the prieſt he was concerned with replied, this it no ſin, but 
a work of charity, there is no murder in this caſe; it's for 
the glory of God, and the good of the church, and therefore 
you ought to do it. Kelly another prieſt, affirmed the ſame, 
and encouraged Prance and the reſt to the undertaking, 


as a meritorious work, adding, he would make nothing of | 


killing 20 hereticks in ſuch a caſe, &c. 
- Now theſe being their principles, tis eaſy to conjecture 
what will follow. The Pope you fee, aſſumes a power 
even over all fleſh, __ to rule, and power to chaſtiſe, 
and whoever ſhall diſobey, they are marked for deſtruction. 
They may be killed; and ſometimes it may be thought 
neceſſary that they muſt; there's profit in their blood, and 
they that kill them, think they do God ſervice: now can 
ou wonder, that men who own ſuch deſperate principles, 


uld be perſecutors: if you had never heard one wordof g | 


the havock and deſolation they have made in the world, 
= ſince they profeſs to believe all this, you could not but 
afraid of them, leſt their principles ſhould ſome time 


or other be produced into act. 18 

But J am to tell you, that what has been ſaid, is not ³⁵⁶ 
pure ſpeculation and theory: they practiſe according to their Ml 
principles; making good the character given of them in 
the text, they have been drunken with the blood of the ſaints || 
and the blood of the martyrs of Feſus. Which brings to 


the next particular under the firſt general head, viz, 
II. To ſet before you their practice, and ſhow that 
the church of Rome is in fact a bloody perſecuting church. 
I can't pretend to give you any thing like an hiſtory of 
their perſecutions. They have filled many and large vo- 


lumes. I ſhall only make a few remarks upon the ſub- 
ject; and chiefly with reference to the manner and method 11 


ſound 
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found amongſt them. Religion has not been the only 
cauſe of their quarrels. Such is the pride and inſolence 
of their Popes, many of them, that = $a have hectored 
the whole world; trampled on the necks of Kings and 
Emperors, when they oppoſe their authority, and endea- 
voured to ſet bounds to their ambition. Pope Adrian 
condemaed and burnt a preacher at Rome, in the 12th 
century, whoſe name was Arnould, becauſe he had aſſer- 
ted it ſcems, in his ſermons, that the Pope had nothing 
to do to meddle with temporal Tat tho” God was juſt, 
and took vengeance, for tis ſaid this ſame Pope was ſoon 
after ſuffocated by a fly which he ſwallowed with his 
drink. And what *ſtruggles they have had with the Kings 
of the earth about ſovereignty and dominion, the hiſto. 
ry of every age aboundantly informs us. Dr. du Mou- 
lin ſays, that the diſpute about imveſtitures and collation 
of beneſices, has occaſioned ſince Gregory the 7th's time 
_ — hundred battles, beſides ſieges of towns, and wa- 
ranſacking provinces. | 

Now this we ing el at leaſt civil perſecution, and 
may ſerve to give you ſome idea of Popery. *Tis the 
yoke that none have been able to bear. Had you no re- 


The tyranny of theſe men has been ſuch, that they have 
ſpared neither friend nor foe that ſlood in their way: I hinted 
in a former diſcourſe, what confuſion they often threw this na- 
tion into, long before it became heretical. Poor King John was 
fo ſubdued by the Pope, that e're he could obtain one ſmile from 
the holy father, and get freed from the anathema, that ſo much ter- 

riſied him, he was forced to make the loweſt ſubmiſſion ; for 
taking the crown off his head, and kneeling upon his knees, be- 
fore his Lordsand Barons, he gave it to Pandolphus the Pope's le- 
gate,ſaying *Ireſignthe crown of this realm into the hands of Pope 
© Innocent the 3d, and lay my ſelf wholly at his mercy.” When 
Gregory the 7th quarrelled with the Emperor Henry the 4th, he 
ſo humbled him by his ſpiritual thunder bolts, that he brings 
him to his very foot: the Emperor (glad to be-friends upon any 
terms) comes to the caſtle of Canuſium, leaving all his compa- 
ny behind, and laying aſide all tokens of royalty; he there flood 
barefort for three days together, before the gates of the caſtle, faſ- 
ting from morning till evening; nor could he ſee his holineſs's 
face till the th day; and after all, not being able to make good 
the conditions required of him, he was depoſed, and his Empire, 

given to Rodolphus Duke of Suaben. 


gard 
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* religion and to your ſouls, you have reaſon to 
Popery, even as you are members of human ſoci- 
ety, as you are men, as well as Chriſtians. | 

But I proceed to the point in hand; and ſhall endea- 
your as briefly as I can to diſplay the fury of theſe men, 
as/it has flamed out chiefly on the account of religion. The 
poor Proteſtants, whom they have branded with the name |! 
of bereticks, have taſted deeply of their indignation. 
They have made themſelves drunken with their blood. i 
promiſed you a ſew remarks upon the manner of their: 
proceeding, which I ſhall give you in the following par- 


1ſt. I muſt obſerve to you, that as they condemn and 
anathematize all hereticks, ſo they have made laws for 
their utter deſtruction. The 4th council of Lateran de- 
creed that hereticks ſhould be delivered up to the ſecular Ii 
power to be extirpated (i. e.) hanged, burnt, or ſome wa 
or other deſtroyed. Many ſuffered in this nation by the 
famous writ, de haeretico comburendo, for burning of here- 
ticks: indeed all Proteſtants ſtand deprived of eſtate, li- 
berty, life, &c. by the laws of the church. Heretical 
Kings have no authority; heretical ſuljects have no pro- 
perty. They can call neither their life, nor their goods 
their own. It was on ſuch grounds as theſe, that the ſh 
conſpirators in the powder-plot proceeded. Clement the iW 
8th, by his bull had — any incapable of the fuc- WW 
ceſſion to this crown, that was not a Roman catholick, and Ml 
the people were forbid to admit any but what was of their 
religion: and this bu/l or lau of the Pope, they took for a 1 
ſufficient warrant to murder the King and all his Proteſtant 
fubjefts. And thus Henry the 8th, and Queen Eliſabeth, i 
were both conſigned to deſtruction, and as many as adhe- 
2 13 by the bulls of Pope Paul the 3d, and Pius i 

eth. 

2d. For the better diſpatch of the work, they oblige 

Princes in their communion to engage in their quarrels. 


The Popes being univerſal lords, pretend Kings hold their 
crowns under them, as fiefs from St. Peter and his ſuc- 
cefſors ; accordingly they have exacted tribute from them, 
as an acknowledgment of their dependance. They make 
them but a ſort of head ſervants to the church; that muſt i 
run 


run it's errands, and engage in ſuch work as the holy 
church ſhall appoint. I mentioned before the Lateran 
council, that has decreed no leſs than a ſentence of ex. 
{ communication againſt ſuch Princes, that ſhall, being ad- 
moniſhed by the church, neglect to purge their land from 
the filth of hereſie : nay for better ſecurity ſome are obli- 
{ ged:to take an oath, when they receive their crown from 
the Pope, that they will ſerve all the occaſions of the church. 
In ſhort, they are a kind of /i&ors, or {tate-ſervants, that 
ate to execute the laws of the church, make ſuch new 
laws as the church may require, and move under the di- 
rection thereof, untill they have cleared their dominions 
of all hereticks. A remiſſneſs herein has coſt many an one 
their crowns, and their lives too; as it did Henry the 4th 
I! of France, ſor inſtance; who was murdered by Ravilliac 
— too much favour to the Hugonots, or Prote- 
8. y (Fer | 
+34. That there might be no failure on his part, the vi- 
gilant paſtor of the church, has erected 4 /piritual court 
in all places of his dominions, where he could. This is 
called the holy inquifition. We have a full account of it 
in Father Paul. Dr. Burnet paſſes this juſt cenſure upon 
it; that it has for many ages been infamous for monſtrous 
arbitrary injuſtice and inhumane cruelty. You have in 
Dr: Gedes a view of that in Portugal, in his firſt volume 
of tracts; the reading of which would amaze _y one 
that's unacquainted with the ſpirit and behaviour of theſe 
eccleſtaſticks. 08 bd | 
- After ſome ſhort account of the members of this holy 
office; as the inquiſitor general; the ſupreme council; 
the inquiſitors, aſſeſſors, &c. He gives us the form of the 
edict, by which the inguiſition enjoins all that know or 
ſuſpect any to be guilty of hereſie, to come and inform a- 
gainſt them, upon pain of the greater excommunication. The 
moſt infamous perſons, tho” convicted of perjury, are al- 
lowed to accuſe; and upon the teſtimony of any one in- 
former, a warrant is iſſued out to ſeize the criminal; 
who is thereupon thruſt into the dungeon of the inquiſttion: 
and after three days is brought forth, and required upon 
oath to anſwer ſuch queſtions as they] put to him; and 


if he won't own his hereſie, they remit him back again 
| to 
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the wretched apartment, adviſing him to pray that God 
would give him grace to make a true and full confeſſion 
to the faving of his foul, WHICH IS ALL THEY 
SEEK AFTER. If upon his return, after two or three days 


more conſinement, he perſiſts in his 1 they pro- 


ceed to torture him: which is done by twiſting a ſmall 
cord about the priſoner's naked arms, and hoiſting him 
© up from the ground by an engine, to which the cord is 
« faſtened; and as if the miſerable priſoner hanging in the 
« air by his arms, were not tormented enough, he has ſe- 
„ veral ſhakes given him, viz. by ſcruing up his body 

higher, and letting him down again with a jirk, that 
*disjoints his arms, and encreaſes his torture exceeding- 
ly. This diſcipline is continued for a full hour, which 
they meaſure by turning the glaſs, when the priſoner is 
firſt hoiſted from the ground; and after 'tis expired, he's 
carried back to his priſon, where the chirurgeon puts his 
bones in joint again: and thus the ſeverity is repeated 
time after time, till the confeſſion of bereſie is extorted; 
and then theſe wretches condemn the poor creature out 
of his own mouth. One thing is very remarkable ; that 
they won't ſuffer their priſoners to know the particulars 
charged upon them, nor who were their accuſers; and 
indeed ſuch is the cruelty they uſe towards them, that 
few can ſtand it out, without accuſing themſelves; upon 
which ſentence is pronounced againſt them, and they are 
drawn to execution in a molt barbarous manner. I'll on- 
ly obſerve the tryal is always manag'd in ſecret; and ſuch 
is the power of theſe tormenters ſays Dr. Burnet, that 
even the greateſt Princes can't deliver out of their hand. 
"Tis very rare for any to eſcape them, that come before 


Indeed the Pope, nowithſtanding his earneſt ſollicita- 
tions and endeavours, has not been able to introduce this 
villoinous inſtrument of torture in all the Popiſh countries. 
The King of Spain very * forewardly received it, and 
was fo zealous in the cauſe, that he attempted to ſet it 
up in the Netherlands; which occaſioned thoſe wars 
there, that iſſued in the loſs of the /even provinces. 


(he 


Queen Mary in England went a good way (as far as 
C FN 


Dr. Burnet hiſt. of reformation, part 2. page 347. 
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which purpoſe ſhe gives a commiſſion to ſevers/ biſhops, 
lords by pat Wich full 75 to — out 2 4 
ticks that they might be proceeded againſt according to 
law. And this no queſtion would have been perfected 
into an inguiſſtion; had not providence ſoon put an end 
to the reign of that bloody Queen. | G 

Well this is one notable means of defending their faith 
and anſwering hereticks. Many hundred thouſands they 
have this way ſilenced and confuted without ever trou. | 
bling themſelves with arguments and reaſoning. No ſoon. 
er have any become ſuſpected by ſpeaking againſt the] 
church or clergy &c. but they are preſently hurried u 
the inquiſition; where they mult ſatisfie for their offence 
by their blood and life. I add, —_ 

4thly, They have in the execution of their laws, and 
purſuit of their methods of violence and cruelty, turned 
the church into a ſhambles, and filled the world with bl 
and ſlaughter. This I might ſhew you at large, but ts 


v: 


a known ſubject, and what you meet with in every boo * 
of m „whither I refer you. | . 

The Waldenſes, as they were the firſt conſiderable bo- Jar: 
dy of men, that ſet themſelves to oppoſe the tyranny and the 
idolatry of Rome, ſo they firſt experienced the mercy and gen. pr 
Heneſs of the vicars of Chriſt; Pope Alexander the 3d cu BY hin 
ſed Waldo of Lyons, and all his adherents ; and afterwards fofl 
at the council of Tours in France, decreed their excommu-Þ © 
nication ; and that none ſhould buy or ſell wi th them. In- W 
nocent the 3d, contrived and . up the inguifition . 7, 
gainſt them: and becauſe this was but a /ei/urely way ol day 


proceeding; he appoints * croy/ado's ſending his legate to 

* * for the more ſpeedy raiſing of for- 

ces, the Pope in a general council, promiſes to all thoſe , 
that would engage in this ſervice very ample privileges, u 
a freedom from all taxes, the protection of St. Peter and þ 
the Pope, a diſcharge of all debts; and in a word the ver) + 
fame allowances that they had who took up arms to re cover I bet. 


liſte 

inv: 

A Croyſado was an army of ſuch as wore red croſſes on ful 
their coats, in token they intended to go to the holy war, to fight inen 


agaialt the Turk. 


the 
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le Hol-land, yiz. a full pardon of all their ſins here, and 


couragment, the cut-throats flock'd in fo faſt, as to a- 
mount to the number ſometimes of above 100000 ; and 


u once to 500000: and tho' they did not always meet 
« vith the ſucceſs they deſired, yet one of their own hi- 
we ſtorians, Viz. Perionius confeſſes that above a million of 
. KT theſe people were“ ſlain in France in * holy wars. One 
h | — inſtance we have of the legat's zeal, who 
FS commanded the Croyſado's at the ſtorming Bexiers: he 
= gave ſtrict orders to ſpare none, and when he was told there 
BY were many good catholicks among em, he refuſed to recall 
ie BY his orders, but cried out, kill them all, the Lord knows 
2 who are his. And thus in one city were 60000 murde- 
d. 
| The ſame work has been carried on in other countries 
1 vherever any of theſe delinquents were found. The duke 


de Alva by his inquiſition, which he called the council of 
S blood, deſtroyed, we are told, in the Netherlands 50coo 
1 and yet Vargas complains, that by his tenderneſs he quite 
ppoiled the Netherlands. Germany, Bohemia, Poland, 
Lithuania, &c. have in their turns been deluged in blood: 
1 nor have we in this iſland any great reaſon to commend 
their lenity and mercy. We can't eaſily forget Queen 
: 8 Mary's 7 when 'tis well known, none could profeſs 
1 By bimiſelf a Proteſtant, but he muſt prepare to ſeal his pro- 
ſeſſion with his blood. 
5 The maſſacre at Paris on Bartholomew day 1571, you 
. have all I doubt not often heard of; where the famous 
" Admiral Coligni and 10000 Proteſtants were lain in three 
at; and F 20000 more in a few months after, in Lions, 


Tho- 
's 
. | * Bellarmine ſays that in the time of Innocent the zd, there 


g Vere killed in France in one battel 100000 Albigenſes. De 
d eccle. cap. 18. 
5 7 The Proteſtants were decoyed into this ruin by a mariage 
between the King of Navarr, a Proteſtant, and the lad y Margaret, 
ſiſter to the French King. Coligni and other Proteſtants were 
invited to the marriage; in which the King declared a wonder- 
0 BY ful ſatisfaction, ſaying publickly, that he did not give his ſiſter 
in marriage to the King of Navarr only; but as it were, to the 
whole church of the. Proteſtants, to join with them in an wn 
h C.2 le 


43 a-greater degree of glory hereafter. And upon this en- 


ES, - - — 
0 — 
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Tholouſe Sc. And it ought never to be foregotten by 
us, what deſtruction was made of the Proteſtants in Ire. 
land by theſe blood thirſty miſcreants, within the me. 
mory of ſome living. The chief blow was given Od. Þ 
ber 23, 1641; and in the proceſs of that work about 
200,000 were murdered, as . have computed. 

In ſhort, it has been, and is the juſt character of this 
church, and of many of the Popes, that they took de- 
light In bathing in the blood of Proteſtants; ſo truely do 
they anſwer the repreſentation made to John in his vi. 
ſion, of being res {6 with the blood of ſaints, and martyr; 


ble union. The marriage was conſummated on the 17th of 
Auguſt. In the mean time the Queen mother, the Duke of 
Anjou and Guile contrive the murder of the Admiral, and the 
ruin of the Proteſtants. They employ fome to go to every 
houſe; and bring them a catalogue of the Proteſiants. And a ge- 
neral maſſacre of them being reſoved upon; the ſignal was to 
be the ringing of the bell in the King's palace: accordingly at the 
time appointed, the Duke of Guiſe haſtens to the Admiral 
lodging, and with his cut-throats, preſently diſpatches the good 
man: upon which they cry out, arm, arm, we have good ſuc- 
cels, and an happy beginning : let us now proceed to the reſt, for 
this is the King's command, this is his Will. 1 as I ſaid, 
T0000 are preſently ſlaughtered ; thoſe cruel men ſparing none 
of either ſex, of whatever quality or age, not ſo much as chil- 
dren in their cradles, nor infants in their mothers wombs. And 
tho* with ſome difficulty, the King of Navarr himſelf, and the 
Prince of Conde eſcaped ; they were violently threatned with 
death, and all manner of torments, if they would not turn Pa. 
beer ; the King telling them poſitively, that he was reſolved to 

ave but one religion in his kingdom. And when the Duke of Cond: 
expoſtulated with him; the King in great rage threatens him, 
that if in three days he did not obey his commands, he ſhould 
— for it, concluding with theſe words, death, maſs, or the Ba. 

tle. 

The work thus begun is carried on through the kingdom ; 
many of the Proteſtants being murdered ; others of them taking 
ſanctuary in fortified towns; the caſe of Rochellers (the miſery 
and diſtreſs they were driven to) is ſufficiently known. One 
providence during the long ſiege and famine that people endu- 
red, is very remarkable. When all proviſions had failed them; 
and they were reduced to the utmoſt extremity ; there came 
a multitude of ſmall fiſpes into the haven, which continued during 
the ſiege : and as this was never known before, ſo upon publill- 
ing the edict of peace, they went away and was never ſeen mg 
0 
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of Jeſus. Julius the 2d, during bis popedome of ſeven 
is ſaid to have deſtroyed 200,000 Proteſtants. And I 
ne have pretended-to make a calculation, affirm, that in 
the ſpace of 40 years, Rome has been the death of 30 n. 
lions of people. So that one would think they have all been 
of the mind with Farneſius, who vow'd to rid his horſe i 
to the ſaddle in the blood of the Lutherans, or Proteſtants. I 
But how long O Lord holy and true, dof? thou not judge 
and avenge their blood on them that dwell on the earth. 36 
. '5thly. I might farther obſerve, they have not conten- I 
ted themſelves with bare ki//ing ; but have contrived to 
do it in the moſt barbarous manner. They have invented | 
inſtruments of cruelty ; and herein have outdone moſt of 
the Pagan perſecutors before them: there was ſtrict or- 
ders given in Queen Mary's days, that when any of i 
theſe poor ſufferers were going to the ſtake, none ſhould | 
ſo much as pray for them, or ſay the Lord help them: it 
was a crime to ſhow the leaſt compaſſion to them. Na 
ſo inhuman were theſe bloody men, that when a big bel- 
lied woman was burnt at Guernſy and the child burſt out 
into the fire alive, they threw it in again, not being wil- 
ling to ſpare the life of a young heretick. And ſhould I here 
relate all their ſavage * arts of killing, it would fill you 
with 
ln the maſſacre in Ireland, many of the Proteſtants were 
left balf dead, nor could they obtain of their enemies the favour 
of a death, Tis ſaid that a youth was found in the field, 
with his back bone broken, not able to help himſelf; and that 
he had eaten all the graſs round about him for hunger : nor did 
they yet kill him, but removed him to a place of better paſture, 
Many of them they buried alive, and took a great deal of plea- 
ſure to hear their cries and groans, as long as they could ſpeak. iſt 
Nay ſuch monſters of cruelty were they, that they would ſend 
their children abroad in troops, with whips in their hands, to beat 
mens bodies, and to trample upon them, and inſult them when 
they were dead. Sometimes they would drive a company of 
theſe poor creatures, like ſheep going to the ſlaughter, into an 
houſe ; and having ſhut them in, ſet fire to it. And as it is 
ſaid, made a diverſion of it, to imitate and expreſs to others 
the outcries they made. I'll only obſerve, that theſe wretched 
men had ſo much zeal for the work, that they trained up their 


children in this horrid trade; and therefore employed them in mur- (lf 
dering the Proteſtant children. | 


And the like temper and ſpirit has generally poſſeſſed the party Wl 
every | 
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with horror. Burning was the beſt /ort of death, their cruel- 
would ordinarily allow; and ſometimes this was done 
leiſurely, that it might be called roaſting rather than 
urnin | 


b . 
6760. All this barbarity, as tis covered with a zeal for 
God, > it is often accompanied with the groſſæſt treache- 
ry and — to men. In the Paris maſſacre the 
Proteſtants were beguiled with profeſſions of friendſhip: 
they /miled upon them, and cut their throats. Their words, 
their molt ſolemn oaths and vows are no ſecurity to any 
they have appointed for a ſacriſice. They own that n9 
faith is to be kept with hereticis; and they convince us 
they mean as they ſay. John Huſs and Hicrom of Prague 
had the protection of what they called, the /afe conduct; 
and yet no ſooner were they in their hands, but they 
murdered them notwitſtanding the ſolemn aſſurances gi- 
ven that not one hair of their head ſhould periſh. And we 
know it was common in the Iriſh maſſcre, and upon any 


every where; when Admiral Coligni was murdered, they dray- 
ged his body through the ſtreets, cut off his hands and members, and 
the Duke of Guiſe himſelf is reported to have kicked him on the 
Face with his foot. Some ſay the Duke of Alva uſed to flea off the 
Skins of the bereticks, and to head his drums with them. Nay 
the holy court of inquiſition; which goes to work calmly, and mur- 
ders in cool blood, is not one jot more merciful than the reſt. In- 
deed if the poor creatures declare they die in the communion of 
the Romiſh church, the ſentence is, that they be ſtrangled, and 
afterwards burnt to aſhes: but if they die Proteſtants, they are 
burnt alive: and the wretched Jeſuits at parting tell them, that 
they leave them to the Devil, who is ſtanding at their elbow, 
* to receive their ſouls, and carry them with him into the flames 
© of Hell's fire, ſo ſoon as they are out of their bodies.” Upon 
this A GREAT SHOUT is raiſed, as ſoon as the Jeſuits 
are off the ladder; and the cry is, let the dogs beards be made, as 
they call it in ſcorn; which 1s done by thruſting flaming furzes, 
or whins faſtned to a long pole againſt their faces: and this in- 
humanity is continued till their faces are burnt to a coal; and is 
always accompanied with ſuch loud acclamations of joy, that 
a bull feaſt is but a dull entertainment compared with it. Thus 
poſſible is it for men to loſe all humanity, and degenerate into 
the moſt cruel ſavage monſters. Vid. Dr. Robert Maxwell's exa- 
mation, in the appendix to the hiſtory of the Triſh rebeliton, P. 126. 
&c. And Dr. Gedde's view of the inguiſition. 


the 


. 
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the like occaſions; as ſoon as they had drawn any of theſe 
r tormented creatures to recant, in hopes of life, im- 
mediately to murder. them, ſaying they would ſend them to 


heaven,while they were in a good mind. So that butcher gene- 


ral the Duke of Alva, after he had prevailed with ſome 
to reſign to him, with aſſurances that he would ſpare their 
lives, he ſtarved them to death, alledging that tho? he 
promiſed em life, he did not promiſe them bread. 

But I may not enlarge. T'll only add one inſtance 
more, and that is of our good neighbours of France. Many 


edifts were paſſed in favour of the Proteſtants, by ſundry of | 


their Kings; as Henry 2d, Francis 1ſt, Francis 2d, Charles 


gth. All which were enlarged by Henry 4th, and con- | | 


firmed by the preſent Monarch, Lewis the 14th. And 


yet they forced their ways through all theſe, to a moſt vi- 
olent perſecution. They firſt cheat them out of their | 
churches, taking away many they had granted and de- 


moliſhing others: next they make them uncepable 


bearing any office ; put down their academies, and ſchools 17 
of education; won't ſuffer them to ſet up any trade, 


without abjuring their religion; take their children from 
them, and ſend them to be bred up in Popiſh princi- 
ples. And that they might the better pick a quarrel 
with them, put forth an edict againſt b/a/þhemers ; by 


which they could make them guilty when they would 


of what they called blaſphemy, if they happened to ſpeak 
againſt the real blaſphemy of their neighbours. At laſt 
they proceed to baniſhing, condemning to the gallies, dra- 
gooning, breaking upon % wheel; and this in direct con- 
tradiction to many and repeated royal edifts. And can any 
thing be more horrid ! oaths, promiſes, ſolemn treaties, and 
covenants with hereticks, are but a trap /et to catch them; 
and it becomes us to conſider well how we truſt ſuch 
bloody and deceitful men, who arc hurried by their princi- 
ples (ſometimes againſt nature I doubt not) to be cut- 
throats and murderers. T'll only add, | 

Tthly. They take pleaſure and glory in all this ſtrange 


humanity. This I have hinted in part before. The | 


renowned Admiral Coligni's head was carried as a trophy 
to Rome as Thuanus tells us, and was a moſt welcome 
preſent to his Holineſs. And the ſame Thuanus adds, 

when 
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= when the Pope heard of the Paris maſſacre from his le- 
gat, he read the letter in the conſiſtory of Cardinals, and 
blemnly gave thanks to God for ſo great a bleſſing, confer- 
| red upon the Roman ſee, and the Chriſtian world. Nay 
| he publiſhes a ubilee to give thanks for deſtroying in 
France, the enemies of the truth ; ſends Cardinal Urſin | 
in his name to congratulate the King of France; who in 
his journey through the cities, High commended the faith 
of thoſe who had an hand in the maſſacre. Nay we are 
| told his Holineſs ordered it to be drawn upon the walls 
of the Vatican, that he might have the image of fo ples- 
ſing a thing before his eyes. 8 
in ſhort, their very heart and foul ſeems to be in this 
bloody work. They encourage the moſt villainous aſ- 
ſaſſins, bleſs and reward their undertakings, and triumph 
in their ſucceſs; and can with the utmoſt ſatisfaction go 
through ſuch work as human nature is generally ſhock'd 
with. Witneſs bleſſed Bonner, that uſeful man in Queen 
Mary's days; of whom ſome ſay that he could not eat his 
dinner, till he had received the news that Ridley and 
Latimer (as I remember) were burnt. And thus our fa- 
mous Jefferies after his return from the weſtern circuit, 
boaſting ly ſaid, he had hanged more men than all the judges 
in England. 

Well, thus they glory in their ſhame : they take full 
draughts of human'blood,murder with cruelty,and murder 
with delight, and do in the whole of their conduct, ſo ful- 
ly prove upon themſelves, what's faid in this book of the 
Jearlet whore, the mother of harlots ; that *tis unreaſonable 
to look any where el/e for an application. Behold here 
the woman that John faw, drunken with the blood of ſaints, 
and the martyrs of Feſus! behold and wonder, as juſtly 
you may with great admiration. Pl only ſubjoin a re- 
mark or two, as the application of what has been ſaid, 
and have done. 

1/t. I think 'tis plain theſe Gentlemen have no reaſon 
to exclaim as they ſometimes do, when we impute to 
them fuch vi//anies, as we this day commemorate our de- 
liverance from. The partizans of Rome will by no means 
take with the gun-powder-plot ; as if they (innocent men) 
had never been guilty of any crime of this was In = 

almanic 
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almanack printed in the year 1662, entituled Calendarium 
Catholicum, the catholick almanack ; the gun-powder-treg- 
J is called Cecil's contrivance. And indeed I ſhould have 
believed it to have been any one's contrivance, rather than 
to have imputed it to human creatures; much leſs to Chri- 
ſtians ; had I never heard and read of their principles and 
ractice. 
e But ſince they allow the things we have mentioned, 
and have been icking the blood of their fellow creatures, 
and even making themſelves drunk therewith, for ſo ma- 
ny paſt generations, I think we have no reaſon to * que- 
ſtion the fact charged on them this day. The authors 
and inſtruments of it were capable of all this, or any 
thing elſe, that might ſerve the intereſt of a vile facti- 
on, that they call the church, the holy catholick church. 
Nor is this a ſingular example of their wickedneſs : 
they plotted the ſame thing, tho? in a different way, a- 
gainſt King Henry the 8th, King Edward 6th, and Qucen 
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* The popiſo almanack T mentioned, ſays the gun. pouuder-treaſon 
was a contrivance to render catholicks odious ; adding, all ſober 
catholicks deteſt that and all fuch conſpiracies, which might have 
paſſed in ſome remote part of the world, where nothing #known 
of theſe men, but their name, but their neighbours have had ſo 
much experience of them, as to reckon this, and ſuch like affer- 
tions no better than confident lies, a contrivance to make them- 
ſelves leſs ſuſpected, than they really are, or ought to be; and 
indeed ſeveral of themſelves have reckoned theſe gun-powder trai- 
tors among the eminent martyrs for their church and religion. 
They have a place in the jeſuits martyrology, ſtanding there in 
red letters : and Father Parſons calls Garnet, who was executed 
for this horrid fact, a ſaint, and ſays that he lived a SAIN T'S 
life, and accompliſhed the ſame with an HAPPY DEATH. 
Vid. Diſcuſſion of the anſwer of Dr. Wm. Barlow. p. 22. 

Indeed they had ſtickled ſo much to exclude K. James; and 
had taken ſo many deſperate reſolutions againſt the Proteſtant 
religion, and in favour of a Popiſh pretender (the Infanta of Spain) 
that'one can't imagine they could make any difficulty of the 
gun-powder execution. Vid. memorial on the 5tb of Nov. 

Whether K. James might have an intimation of their deſign 
from Henry the 4th of France; I can't ſay: ſome tell us that 
it was ſo; and that this inſtigated Ravilliac to murder him. But 
however this be, 'tis no argument againſt the conſpiracy tho? 
it be an argument againſt K. James's inſpiration in the diſco- 
very of it, which ſome baſe flatterers aſcribed to him. 


D Eliſa 
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Eliſabeth. The Pope gave away her kingdom to the 
Spaniards: depoſed her for hereſie, curſed and excom- 
municated all her ſubjects; and ſeveral ius were em. 
ployed to diſpatch her out of the world. Lopiz a Jey 
and phyſician, had a rich jewel ſent him, and was pro. 
miſled 50000 ducats for poyſoning the Queen. Dr. 


Story, Somervil, Dr. Parry, Savage, Babington and 


leveral others were all hired in their turns to * 4. 


nate her. 


So that if any ſhould queſtion the matter of fact, ve 
refer to this day, for the ſake of the Papiſts, and out of 
tenderneſs to their reputation; *tis evident they are igno- 
rant of the men. They have done as bad things as theſe, 


and will do them again if they have occaſion and oppor- 
tunity. And tho' they {ay this plot was a contrivance again 
them, to make them odjous : no body will eaſily believe 
them: they have been concerned in ſo many rea / plot, 
that tis perfectly needleſs to feign one to bring em under 
ſuſpicion. Nor indeed can they be rendred more odizu 
to the world on this account, than they juſtly are already. 

2dly. We may learn hence, what to think of the /pyrit 


of perfecution where ever it prevails, *Tis certainly an. 


tichriſtian, an undoubted mark and character of the beaſt, 
and ought to be abhorred as ſuch. *Tis not the leaſt 
proof we have that the church of Rome is the apoca/ip- 
tical whore, that in her is found the bload of prophets ani 
of ſaints, and that ſhe is drunk with the blood of the mar- 
tyrs of Jeſus. Hereby ſhe proves herſelf apoſtate from 
Chriſt, to have departed from the principles, and loſt th: 
temper and ſpirit of the goſpel. And whoever they be that 
are for imitating her herein, that aſſume authority e- 
ver the conſciences of men; that will make their creeds fot 
them ; and preſcribe what they muſt believe, and what 
they muſt not believe; and enforce theſe arbitrary dictates 
of their own with civi/ penalties, loſs of life, or of liber- 
ty, or goods, &c. unqueſtionably are ſo far antichriſtan. 
For a man to judge his brother in doubtful opinions, much 
more to condemn and puniſh him purely on the account of 


Vid. Cambd. Eliz. Lib. II. Pag. 144, 145. Lib. III. 
Pag. 257. &c. And a full account of this matter in Brutum 


Fulmen biſhop of Lincoln, 192. 


ſuch 
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ſuch opinions, is as a 74g/t reverend biſhop of the church of 
8 England calls it, one of the worſt parts of: Popery. And I 
think 1 — add, *tis as contrary to the goſpel, as idola- 
T try or murder. Tis in ſhort, downright antichriſtiani/m ; 
and Iam ſorry it ſhould ever have been found out of its 
proper place; and have ſtoln into Proteſtant churches, 
to have defiled and diſgraced their communion. 

I know very well thoſe that ſet up for per/ecutors, 
have always — to ſay to excuſe themſelves. 
They don't perſecute men for believing and practiſing 
according to the law of God; tis for diſobedience to their 
governours; for hereſy, ſchiſm, heterodox opinions, &c. 
and in this caſe what they ſuffer is not per/ecution, but 

a juſt proſecution. But if this be a ſufficient plea, it would 
juſtify the moſt bloody perſecutors in the world, who will 
not want the like pretence, 

'Tis indeed ſhameful and preſumptuous in an high de- 
gree, for one fallible man to perſecute another, becauſe 
he is not of his mind. It may be the points they differ 
in, are ſuch as neither of them underſtand. It may be the 
perſecutor is miſtaken, and would impoſe his error upon 


„his brother; or it may be tis {o ſlight a matter, that it do's 
0 by no means deſerve fo fierce a contention. But be it as 
a 


it will, I am fully fatisfied that perſecution (or which is 
the thing I mean) inflicting of mulcts and penalties on the 
account of conſcience and religion, is unwarrantable, what- 
ever party of men may pretend to it. *Tis antichriſtian 
as I ſaid, as being againſt the example and law of our 
great Maſter the Lord Jeſus; and I am ſure 'tis imperti- 
nent, and no way conducing to the end they would ſerve 
dy it. It will never bring any man over to your opi- 
nion; it may make him an hypocrite, but can't make 
him a convert. The underitanding is a neceſſary agent: 
Tis no more in my power to be in all things of the fame 
opinion with my neighbour, than it is to put on his 
complexion, or ſtretch myſelf into his dimenſions : fire 
and faggot may terrify mens minds, but will never en- 
lighten them. Some indeed have called theſe things 
WHOLSOMESEVERITIES; tho' wherein 
the whole/omeneſs of them lies, I can't imagine: if they 
were tried upon themſelves (and I am perſuaded they 
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have as much occaſion for them, and as well deſerve them 
as molt men in the world, as being diſturbers of humay 
feciety) they would ſcarcely think them very wholeſome, 
no more than that wretch, that to pleaſe the tyrant Pha. 
laris, invented an engine to torment men, that would 
make them roar like a bull, as long as life continued ; he 


was put into it as the firſt experiment himſelf, to lean | 


to roar, as he well deſerved. 


Oh when ſhall the diſciples of Chriſt, the profeſſors ef N 


the goſpel of peace, return to their principles; to that hu- 
mility, love, meekneſs, mutual condeſcention and for. 
bearance that their religion requires, and the author of it 
{o much recommended to them by his glorious example. 
He came not to deſtroy mens lives, nor has he given com- 
miſſion to any others to do it. Tis very remarkable; 
and I wiſh all that own themſelves Chriſtians would con- 
{ider it, that when his forward diſciples were for calling for 
fire from heaven to conſume their enemies, Chriſt rebuk'd 
them and ſaid, ye know not what manner of ſpirit ye are /, i. e. 
as ſome have underltood it, you don't ſeem to know and 
conſider, that you are now profeſſors of the goſpel, a cor- 
ſtitution of love and peace: that's the ſpirit you ore of; 
and therefore you mult not think of trampling upon, and 
praying down vengeance on all that ſtand in your way. 
And oh happy, happy had it been for the church of 
Chriſt, if Chriltians of every denomination had better 
known the ſpirit they are of. | 
3/y. What abundant cauſe have we in this nation, to 
own and adore the ſovereign providence of God, that has ſo 
often delivered us from the bloody attempts of 1 deſpe- 
rate nen. Let us bleſs God, who brought to light the 
works of darkneſs, both formerly, and of late ;. that de- 
feated their deſigns, and turned their counſels into fool- 
ihneſs. The very /ame fort of heads and hands (I mean 
a cabal of jeſuits ) were employed againſt us, both in 
K. James I. and K. James II. his time; and you know 
they had a/ms/t done their works, the train was laid, which 
was to blow us up. There was but a ſteþ between us 
and ruin. | 
Now (firs) I would ſerionfly call upon you to own 
the hand of God that has been made manifeſt in your fal- 
vation; 
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vation: ſet up your Ebenezer, and ſay hitherto the Lord | 


haſt helpt us. The Lord was on our fide, or they had 
$ ſwallowed you up quick. He gracioully interpoſed ; /mote 
s pour enemies on the cheek bone, and broke the teeth of the 


angodly : acknowledge this, and give him the glory of W 


his own work. 
And for the nearer deliverance of this day, the glori- 


ous revolution of 88, I hope and deſire it may never be 
forgotten among ou behold tho/e bibles you have in | 

d thoſe miniſters, that ſpeak to you the || 
word of the Lord: behold thoſe ſacraments you enjoy, 


your hand : beho 


according to the primitive inſtitution : behold taoſe chil- 
dren that are baptized into the Chriſtian faith, and brought 
up in the principles of the Chriſtian religion. Theſe, all 
theſe and many more, are the fruits of the happy revolu- 
tion; are owing to that kind providence that then ſaved 
us. Had the deſign gone on, that was, you well remem- 
ber, ripening apace to perfection, you would have en- 
joyed none of theſe valuable things : and to ſay all in a 
word, for more needs not be ſaid, you had been as igno- 
rant, as ſuperſtitious, and every way as miſerable as Pope. 
ry could make you. | 
And what ſhall we after ſuch a deliverance as this be 
teſul! ſhall we deny the mercy of it; forget the au- 
thor, deſpiſe the inſtruments of it. And not only ſo, but 
even curſe their name and work, as ſome /orry creatures 
among us are ſaid to do, which I take to be ſuch a bold 
contempt of providence; that was it national, might be 
cnough to draw down immediate deſtruction upon us : it 
would be like the iniquity of E/'s houſe, not to be purged 
with ſacrifice nor offering for ever. Oh dread the reproach 
and guilt of ſuch black ingratitude : let it be ſeen you are 
thankful to your great benefactor: ſpeak and love his 
praiſe. Praiſe him with your whole heart, and ſhew forth 
all his marvellous work. There was ſo much of God ſeen 
in the revolution; ſuch manifeſt rays of divinity; it was 
fo divine a deliverance ; /o ſeaſonable, ſo beneficial to the 
nation; that it calls for a very /pecial obſervation ; and Pl 
allo add, a very careful improvement, or we ſhall have 
much to anſwer for, both to God and man. 
As for profeſſed Facobites, I don't wonder that we have 
not 
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not their company in ſuch work as this: nor have I any 
ching to ſay to them in this diſcourſe. I am ſorry for 
their ſakes, and ſorry for the nation's ſake, that they have 
$ imbrac'd ſuch unhappy principles, as have actually enſlav- 
ed the greateſt part of the world; and wait to enſlave the 
reſt. And was it for their good, I could wiſh them com- 
fortably diſpoſed of, under a Monarch of the right ſtamp, 
that has deſcended lineally from the e/deſt fon of Noah, 
where they might enjoy their notions without giving di- 
{turbance to their neighbours. | 

But others there are of whom one might juſtly com- 
plain, was it to any purpoſe, who had an hand in the re- 
volution; at leaſt ſubmitted and ſwore to the government 
that was then eſtabliſhed, and continues on the ſame foot 
amongſt us to this day: and who are as willing as a- 
ny to partake of the advantages of that providence ; and 
yet not only {peak cooly of it, and faintly defend it againſt 
Facobites and Nonjurors; but even yield it up as defenceleſs: 
if you aſk them upon occaſion, when they are talking 
their own talk, what then becomes of the revolution? they 
gravely ſhake their heads and tell you they don't know, and 
ſometimes freely declare, THEY CAN'T JUSTIFY 
THE REVOLUTION. And I dare fay they can 
as little juſtify themſelves, as would be eaſie to ſhew, was 
this a proper place to debate that matter. Two quelti- 
ons I would preſume to aſk, 

1/t. Do's not the preſent government which they own, 
and have (many of em) ſworn to maintain, ſtand upon 
the ſame baſis. The revolution was not a violent ſhock, 
that threw the government off its hinges tor a ſhort time, 
which it ſoon recovered again, but is a continued thing. 
The principles of it flow into this government. As they 
drew the ſword againſt King James; ſo they keep it drawn, 
not only againſt his pretended ſor, but a long train of Po- 
piſh ſuceeſſors, as the Dutcheſs of Savoy, the Dauphin 
of France, the Queen of Spain, the Duke of Orleans Oc. 
Who are next in blood to the crown of England. And 
is it poſſible for theſe men to condemn the revolution, and 
yet in ſincerity fall in with the preſent eſtabliſhment. 

2dly. Don't they pretend ſolemnly once every year to 
bleſs God, for bringing about the revolution? in one 
Of 
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preſs themſelves thus, © Accept alſo moſt gracious God 
© of our unfeign'd thanks, for filling our hearts again with 
joy and gladneſs, after the time that thou haſt aflited us, 
c by putting a new-/ong into our mouths, Pl bringing HIS 
LATE MAJESTY upon this day, for the DELI- 
«*VERANCE of our church and nation, from Popiſb 
© tyranny and arbitrary r. We adore the wiſdom and 
juſtice of thy providence, which ſo kindly interpoſed 


31 
of their collects uſed on the 5th of November, they ex- 


in our extreme danger, and diſappointed all the deſigns 


of our enemics. We beſeech thee, give us ſuch a live- 
«ly and LASTING ſenſe of what thou didſt then” Oc. 
And in another collect they bleſs God for giving his late 


Majeſty (King William) a fafe arrival here, and for mak- | 


ing ALL OPPOSITION FALL BEFORE HIM, | 


till he became our King and governour. And what the 


revolution not to be juſtified ! and yet thus juſtify it in 


the preſence of the great God! and ſolemnly acknow- | 
ledge his kind providence in bringing it about ! certainly | 


ſome men are very much concerned, either to reform 
their principles, or their prayers, for out of the ſame mouth 
ought not to proceed bleſſing and curſing. 

But to return, I know I am ſpeaking to thoſe that 
have, what I take to be; a juſter ſenſe of matters: and 
the exhortation I would leave with you is, that you would 
not ſlight the providence of God, that has done /o great 
things for yu. Oh remember and ſtudy to improve the 
deliverance of this day. I need ſuggeſt no other mo- 


tive, methinks, than this, that it was a deliverance from | 


Popiſb tyranny and cruelty. *Tis plain the deſign was to 
have converted this nation by French dragoons, Iriſb cut- 


throats, and ſpiritual inquiſitors. The only choice you 
muſt have had, would have been POPERY OR 
DEATH. Nor would there have been wanting in 
caſe of remiſſneſs, ſome to have enlivened the work; 
like the court for ſpreading the faith, to Innocent the 
11th, who being not zcalous enough, they preſume to 
put him in mind of his duty, applying thoſe words, riſe 
Peter kill and eat. Oh bleſs God that pityed you in the 
time of your diſtreſs; that ſaved you from thoſe way 

tender 
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tender mercies are cruelty. Bleſs God that his face ſill ſhines 
upon you; that you are yet fafe by his countenance; 


i that you have a Proteſtant Queen upon the throne ; the 
| 'Proteſtant ſucceſſion ſo well ſecured. Pray earneſtly for 


If the life and eſtabliſhment of your preſent ſovereign ; and 
a bleſſing on thoſe that are to ſucceed her: and take 


ll care you don't by a baſe ingratitude for the mercies you 
li have, forfeit thoſe you hope for. | 


